
End state description: 
Gutters are cleared of  all debris.

Before

Gutter clearing

After

Instructions:
Gather supplies: gloves, safety glasses, stable ladder, and bucket or yard waste bags.
Set up safely: Place the ladder on flat, stable ground. Do not lean too far to either
side. Move the ladder as needed. Work slowly, keep three points of  contact on the
ladder at all times, and ensure someone is holding the base of  the ladder steady at
all times.
Wear protection: Use gloves to protect your hands from sharp debris and roof  and
gutter edges. Wear eye protection if  debris is dry or dusty.
Remove debris: Scoop leaves, pine needles, twigs, and other flammable material
from the gutters. Place debris into bucket or yard waste bag.
Check downspouts: Clear debris from the top of  each downspout.
Bag materials: Put all gutter debris into yard waste bags. Do not leave piles next to
the house, deck, fence, or other structures.
Final check: Make sure gutters, roof  edges, and the area below the work zone are
free of  leftover leaves, needles, and branches.



30 feet

End state description: 
Grasses within 30 feet of the home are uniformly 4 inches tall.

Grass trimming (within 30')

Instructions:
Measure 30 feet from house - this is your target distance the entire way around the
home.
Gather supplies: A string trimmer (weed whip), safety glasses, hearing protection,
long pants, sturdy closed-toe shoes and work gloves.
Inspect the area: Remove debris and objects that could become projectiles or
damage the trimmer.
Wear protective gear: Put on eye and hearing protection, gloves, long pants, and
sturdy shoes before starting.
Notify people around you that you are beginning to weed whip, and turn off  the weed
whip if  people or pets come within 15 feet of  you.
Maintain a firm, two-handed grip while operating.
Trim within 30 feet of  the home: Cut grasses and weeds down to 4 inches tall around
the home, under decks, along fences attached to the home, and around other
combustible structures within the first 30 feet.
Use controlled movements: Sweep the trimmer side to side with the cutting head level
to the ground for an even cut. Avoid striking rocks, trees, siding, or utility equipment.
Final check: Walk the area within 30 feet of  the home to ensure grass is uniformly 4
inches tall.

All grasses in this
zone are no more
than 4 inches tall



Instructions:
Measure 30 feet from house - this is your target distance the entire way around the
home.
Identify mature conifers. Mature conifers are established evergreen trees with a well-
developed trunk and canopy.
Gather supplies. Use hand pruners, loppers, or a pruning saw (depending on branch
size), along with work gloves, safety glasses, sturdy closed-toe shoes, and yard
waste bags or a designated slash pile.
Before starting, look for overhead utility lines, branches under tension, unstable
footing, or other hazards. Do not work in areas where these hazards are present.
Wear protective equipment. Put on gloves and safety glasses before beginning. Make
sure no one is standing beneath or immediately next to the branches you are cutting.
Work from the bottom of  the tree upward. Prune tree branches so that the lowest
part of any branch is at least 8 feet from the ground. If a tree is shorter than
~24 feet tall, only cut branches on the lower third of the tree. Stay on the ground
and use hand tools whenever possible. Do not climb trees or use ladders.
Do not cut branches flush with the trunk. Leave approximately 1.5 inches of the
branch base attached to the trunk. This helps protect the tree and promotes proper
healing. Never cut branches that another tree is leaning on.
Collect and dispose of  branches. Place cut branches in a designated slash pile or
into yard waste bags.

End state description: 
Within 30 feet of  the house, mature conifer trees do not have any part of  a branch that is
within 8 feet of  the ground. If  tree is shorter than 24', the lower third of  the tree does not
have branches.

Limbing up trees (within 30')

Before After

If tree is 24' tall or
taller: Lowest part of
any branch is at least
8 feet from the ground

If tree is shorter than
~24' tall: Only
remove branches on
the lower ⅓ of the
tree

Leave ~1.5 inches at
base of branch; do not

cut flush with trunk



Instructions:
Measure 5 feet from house, including attached decks, porches, and stairs - this is
your target distance the entire way around the home
Gather supplies and protective equipment. You may need hand pruners, loppers, a
rake, yard waste bags, work gloves, safety glasses, and sturdy closed-toe shoes.
Inspect the area. Before starting, look for hazards and avoid these areas.
Remove flammable vegetation. Work within the 5-foot zone and target shrubs, trees
that are less than 4 inches in diameter, grasses, and weeds. Be careful not to
damage the home's siding, foundation, or utility equipment.
Rake the ground thoroughly. Rake up pine needles, dead leaves, mulch, and other
organic debris, paying special attention to areas beneath decks, along foundations,
around stairs, and in corners where debris accumulates.
Dispose of  debris. Place leaves, needles, and small vegetation into yard waste bags.
Stack larger woody material in a designated slash pile or disposal area. Do not leave
piles of  flammable material within 30 feet of  the structure.
Perform a final inspection. Walk the entire 5-foot zone to ensure all flammable
vegetation and organic debris have been removed and the area is clean before
moving to the next property.

End state description: 
Within 5 feet of  the structure, all flammable vegetation has been removed. The area is
free of  shrubs, small trees, grasses, slash, mulch, pine needles, dead leaves, wood
chips, and other organic or woody debris.

Clearing all vegetation (within 5')

All flammable material
within 5 feet removed

Before

After

Remove juniper

Rake away pine
needles and other
flammable materials



Instructions:
Measure 30 feet from house - this is your target distance the entire way around the
home.
Walk the treatment area and identify ladder fuels, including shrubs beneath trees,
juniper (shrubs/trees), dense shrub patches, and small trees growing between larger
trees. Before starting, look for hazards to avoid.
Gather supplies and wear protective equipment. You may need hand pruners,
loppers, a handsaw, rake, yard waste bags, work gloves, safety glasses, and sturdy
closed-toe shoes.
Remove all shrubs and other ladder fuels growing beneath the canopies of  trees.
Whenever possible, remove juniper shrubs/trees.
Remove and prune shrubs so that any remaining shrubs are in small, isolated clumps
rather than continuous patches. Maintain at least 10 feet of  horizontal space between
the edge of  any shrub and the edge of  nearby tree branches. The space between
shrub clumps should be at least 2.5 times their mature height, measured from the
edge of  one clump to the edge of  the next.
Remove small evergreen trees (less than 4 inches in diameter) as needed to create
at least 10 feet of  spacing between the crowns of  remaining trees. Measure crown
spacing from the outermost branch of  one tree to the nearest branch of  the next tree.
Dispose of  debris. Place small vegetation into yard waste bags. Stack larger woody
material in a designated slash pile or disposal area. Do not leave slash or piles of
flammable vegetation within 30 feet of  the structure.

End state description: 
Within 30 feet of  the structure, there are no
shrubs or small trees growing underneath
tree branches. Any groups of  shrubs have
at least 2.5 times their height in space
between them and any other shrubs or
trees and are at least 10 feet from nearby
tree branches. Small trees (less than 4
inches in diameter) have been removed
where needed so the branches of
neighboring trees are at least 10 feet
apart. Juniper shrubs and trees have been
removed wherever possible. All aspen
trees are left behind/untouched.

Reducing vegetation (within 30')



Instructions:
Measure 30 feet from house - this is your target distance the entire way around the
home.
Walk the area within 30 feet of  the structure and identify combustible items that could
ignite during a wildfire. Look for hazards to avoid during work.
Wear work gloves, sturdy closed-toe shoes, and safety glasses. 
Move flammable items away from the home.
Stack firewood at least 30 feet from the home, preferably uphill from or at the same
elevation as the structure. Do not store firewood beneath decks, on decks, or
between standing trees.
Remove grasses, shrubs, pine needles, leaves, and other flammable vegetation
within 10 feet of  any firewood pile or stationary propane tank. 
Gather unwanted materials to bring to the roll-off  dumpsters. Place trash in
appropriate receptacles. Do not leave combustible materials or debris within 30 feet
of  the structure.
Walk around the structure to confirm that combustible materials have been removed
or relocated, firewood is stored correctly, and no flammable items remain next to or
beneath the home, decks, porches, or stairs.

End state description: 
Within 30 feet of  the structure, combustible materials that are not part of  the home have
been removed or relocated. There are no flammable items stored next to or beneath the
structure, including firewood, lumber, construction materials, propane cylinders, etc. Any
firewood is stacked at least 30 feet from the home, uphill from (or at the same elevation
as) the structure when possible, and is surrounded by at least 10 feet of  nonflammable
ground.

Removing other combustibles (within 30')

Firewood
Lumber and scrap wood

Cardboard boxes and paper products
Brush piles or stacked slash

Wood pallets
Propane cylinders

Furniture made from flammable materials

Examples of flammable items
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